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The Raven 

2d Edition 2011  

Shipmates & Associate Members: 

 

I hope that your health and that of your families is the best that can be expected.  With good health in mind, I hope that you have 

the intention of attending the 2012 reunion in Charleston, S.C. in late Oct 2012.  You, the members, by attending our reunions are 

what makes them enjoyable and memorable through camaraderie, reminiscing, and the sharing sea stories.  I promise that the 2012 

reunion will be better than the 2010 reunion. 

 

Inside are many articles on various topics, and some have lots of pictures.  A shipmate provided a brief history of USS Sam 

Houston that sparks a questionðone that Capt. Art Bivens (Gold, 1967ð1970) mentioned at the 2010 reunionðWhat were 

some of the highlights/achievements of the boatôs activities after reclassification to an SSN in Nov 1980?  Comments about some 

of the other articles are Editorôs Notes with those articles. 

 

I thank all who submitted articles. 

 

 

 

Howard Dobson [ETR2(SS), Gold, 1969ð1972] 

Chairman, Reunion Planner, & Newsletter Editor 

8 Colony Blvd., Apt. 338C 

Wilmington, DE 19802-1426 

Phone/Fax:  302-764-1197 

E-Mail:  howardvaldobson@verizon.net 
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You might have recently noticed that our website is updated.  I finally had enough spare time available that I added some content 

this past month [Feb].  The photos from patrols that I was on are there now.  These pictures are the group that were shown on the 

TV at our reunion in Norfolk.  Hope you enjoy them.  That get-together was a tremendous successðfilled with friends, fellowship, 

and memories!  There have been a few shipmates who sent pictures to me in the past.  I will get to those ASAP.  What else would 

you like to see on our web site?  Send me ideas, and I'll see if your suggestions can be accommodated. 

 

Jim Hoey [ETR2(SS), Gold, 1971ð1973] 

Web Engineering Officer 

E-Mail:  engineer@USSSamHouston.org 

F R O M  T H E  W E B  M A S T E R  

Sailors have had a long history of being superstitious.  A story about a famous "rider" named Jonah follows.  The key elements for 

this article are verses 1:7 and 1:15.  Note also that, in the story, the sailors also like to gamble (cast lots). 

 

From the Book of Jonah, Chapter 1, verses 1 through 15 The First Mission  
 
1
 Now the word of the LORD came unto Jonah the son of Amittai, saying,

2
 ñArise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and cry 

against it; for their wickedness is come up before me.ò 
3
 But Jonah rose up to flee unto Tarshish from the presence of 

the LORD, and went down to Joppa; and he found a ship going to Tarshish: so he paid the fare thereof, and went down 
into it, to go with them unto Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. 
 
4
 But the LORD sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest in the sea, so that the ship was like 

to be broken. 
5
 Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in 

the ship into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the ship; and he lay, and was fast 
asleep. 

6
 So the shipmaster came to him, and said unto him, ñWhat meanest thou, O sleeper? Arise, call upon thy God, 

if so be that God will think upon us, that we perish not.ò 
 
7
 And they said every one to his fellow, ñCome, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon 
us.ò So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. 

8
 Then said they unto him, ñTell us, we pray thee, for whose cause 

this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? and whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art 
thou?ò 

9
 And he said unto them, ñI am an Hebrew; and I fear the LORD, the God of heaven, which hath made the sea 

and the dry land.ò 
 
10

 Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and said unto him, ñWhy hast thou done this?ò For the men knew that he fled 
from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them.  

11
 Then said they unto him, ñWhat shall we do unto thee, 

that the sea may be calm unto us?ò For the sea wrought and was tempestuous.  
12

 And he said unto them, ñTake me 
up, and cast me forth into the sea; so shall the sea be calm unto you; for I know that for my sake this great tempest is 
upon you.ò 
 
13

 Nevertheless, the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but they could not: for the sea wrought and was 
tempestuous against them. 

14
 Wherefore they cried unto the LORD, and said, ñWe beseech thee, O LORD, we beseech 

thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent blood: for thou, O LORD, hast done as it pleased 
thee.ò  

15
 So they took up Jonah and cast him forth into the sea, and the sea ceased from her raging. 

 
 

ñKNOCK ON WOODò 
 

Seventeenth-century sailors would knock on the wooden hulls of their ships to listen for worm holes or rot.  Hearing a solid sound 

would imply that the hulls were in "ship shape."  When in a conversation and a reference was made to ñgood luck,ò they would 

sometimes say ñtouch woodò and touch some part of their wooden vessels.  The good luck they were implying about also referred 

to the luck they were having and hoping to have while their wooden hulls held true and fast during their voyages at sea. 
 

 

David Dinwiddie [MM2(SS), SSN, 1985ð1989] 

Chaplain 

E-Mail:  arkansasduckwash@yahoo.com 

F R O M  T H E  C H A P L A I N  
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After first approving a method for voting via postal and e-mail, the Board of Advisors of the SHVA on 25 Mar 2011 unanimously 

approved the purchase of a granite Memorial Bench to be placed at the Cold War Submarine Memorial located at Patriots Point 

Naval & Maritime Museum in Charleston Harbor, S.C.  Final approval rests on the results of the vote of the Veteran members that 

is in progress at the time of issuing this newsletter.  I will inform you of the outcome shortly after 05 Apr 2011ðthe deadline for 

balloting.  As of issuance, I and hopefully, Mark Manzer, our Treasurer, have received about 96 ballots, and most are for the 

purchase of the bench.  Nevertheless, we will be validating the results shortly after 05 Apr.  The quorum for balloting has been met, 

and approval for the purchase seems the likely outcome.  The next page is an article about the Cold War Submarine Memorial with 

pictures that I took. 

 

 

Howard Dobson 

M E M O R I A L  B E N C H  F O R  T H E  C O L D  W A R  S U B M A R I N E  M E M O R I A L  

William Charette, Medal of Honor Recipient, Never Served Aboard USS Sam Houston 

 

I erroneously reported that William Charette had served aboard Big Sam as the result of an honest mistake of the shipmate 

who submitted the information.  The matter came to light because a submariner who had not served on USS Sam Houston 

somehow read ñThe Raven.ò  He questioned the dates that I had for Williamôs service aboard USS Sam Houston because 

those dates conflicted with Williamôs service aboard another FBM.  Based on a tip from the other submariner that William 

might be alive and living in Florida, I found William and spoke with him on the phone.  He told me that he had never served 

aboard USS Sam Houston.  The SHVA shipmate who gave me the wrong information still believes that a Medal of Honor 

recipient might have served aboard USS Sam Houston and is researching the correct recipient. 

 

 

Larry Check Did Not Suggest the Granite Memorial Bench for Patriots Point 

 

In the article concerning the placement of a granite memorial bench at the Cold War Submarine Memorial at Patriots Point 

in 2012, I erroneously stated that Larry Check  had made the suggestion.  Larry Ferrell , our Storekeeper, suggested the 

bench.  I apologize for that mistake. 

 

Howard Dobson 

ERRORS IN òTHE RAVENó 1
S T

 E D I T I O N  2 0 1 1  

Sadly, I must inform you that two shipmates were reported to have departed with orders for Eternal Patrol since our 2010 reunion.  

They are: 

 

Ed Shultz [Blue, 1967ð1970] received his orders on 25 Jan 2011 

Gene Freeman [MM1(SS), Blue, 1961ð1968] received ordersðunspecified 
 

These men had served their country well.  Their service aboard USS Sam Houston contributed to the success of the deterrent 

patrols of the SSBNs during a highly volatile period of the Cold War.  On behalf of the members of the SHVA, I thank these men 

for their service. 

 

 

Howard Dobson 

T H O S E  R E P O R T E D  O N  E T E R N A L  P A T R O L  S I N C E  T H E  2 0 1 0  R E U N I O N  
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In Oct of 2007 at Charleston, S.C., I attended the reunion of the Destroyer Leader Assn. of which I am member.  One of the 

many venues that I visited was The Cold War Submarine Memorial. 

 

The memorial has seven educational stations located at intervals along the plaza surrounding the full-size replica of a Benjamin 

Franklin Class FBM.  The replica consists of black bricks in the shape of the freeboard with the actual sail with fairwater planes 

and the rudder of the Lewis and Clark.  The ground around the hull simulates the water.  I took the pictures below.  We will visit 

the memorial during our 2012 reunion and dedicate a granite memorial bench before our Memorial Service there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

C O L D  W A R  S U B M A R I N E  M E M O R I A L  A T  P A T R I O T S  P O I N T ,  S . C .  

Front Quarter View Stern View 
(notice the rudder at the right 

and the sail near the center.) 

Stern Quarter View 

Thresher & Scorpion 

Memorial 

Article and photos by: 
 
Howard Dobson  


